Source of material 4-(3-Pyridyl)-2,2':6',2"-terpyridine (3-pytpy) was synthesized according to literature [ 1 ] , all the other reagents and solvents were commercially available and used as purchased. A mixture of NiCb · 6H2O (23.8 mg, 0.1 mmol) and 3-pytpy (31.0 mg, 0.1 mmol) in CH3OH (IS ml) was placed in a Teflon-lined stainless vessel and heated to433 Κ for 48 h. After cooling to room temperature, the yellow crystals were obtained (yield, 72 %). Elemental analysis -found: C, 54.55 %; H, 3.26 %; Ν, 12.80 %; calculated for C40H28CI4N8NÌ2: C, 54.60 %; H, 3.21 %; N, 12.73 %. Discussion 2,2':6',2"-Terpyridine (tpy) complexes possessing distinct photophysical, electrochemical and magnetic properties have been extensively studied over the past few years [2] . The current attention is centred upon the synthesis of complexes bases on tpy derivatives, because their structures and properities can be easily modulated by the substituents [3] . We are interested in the synthesis and characterization of complexes based on pyridyl substituted tpy ligands [4] . In the structure of tide compound there are two hexa-coordinated nickel(II) centres, each of which is bonded to a tridentate metalbinding domain of 3-pytpy. The remaining coordination sites are occupied by a terminal and two bridging chloride ligands. The {Nì(m-C1)2Nì} motif is asymmetrical with Ni-Cil bond lengths of 2.5518(8) À and 2.3651(7) Â, one of which is shorter than the bond to the terminal halogen (Ni-C12,2.4261(8) Â). This latter distance is typical and is comparable to that in Ni(tpy)Cl(H20)2]Cl H20 [5] , Other bond lengths and angles within the complex closely resemble those in other nickel-tpy species and are generally unremarkable. The Ni-Ni distance within the dimer is 3.645 À which is comparable to that in (ptpy)ClNi(u-Cl)(ptpy)]-2[Ni(ptpy)Cl2]-2CH3OH (ptpy = 4-phenyl-2,2':6',2"-terpyridine) [6] , but somewhat longer than the intermetallic distances observed in (tpy)Ni(u-X)2Ni(tpy) species with azide or cyanate bridges [7, 8] . The 3-pytpy functions as a tridentate chelating ligand with the substituted pyridyl ring uncoordinated. Three pyridyl rings from tpy domain are nearly coplanar with interannular torsion angles of 3.74° and 5.77°, respectively. It is noteworthy that the pyridyl substituent is also coplanar with the tpy domain, the torsion angle betwent the substituted and central pyriding rings is only 0.33°, which is the smallest torsion angles that has been observed in 3-pytpy complexes so far.
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